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DIRECTOR, FBI C1 83-7631 _ 

ATTN: SUPERVISOR I 

ORGANIZED CREME SECTION 


FROM:_"SAC, CHICAGO (183B-192) (Squad 7B) (P) 

SUBJECT:- --GREYLORD 

" Re Chicago airtel and EHMs sent to Bureau, 6/19/86. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are the original and two copies 
of a set containing 98 LHMs relating to the captioned 
investigation. 

It is requested that one set of LHMs be forwarded to 
the Public Corruption Unit for information purposes. 

A copy of a set will be disseminated locally to the 
United States Attorney’s office. . 
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l - Chicago 
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This interview was later used at trial to rebut the 
defe nse content ion that Judge LEFEVOUR had no knowledge 
thatl I was involved in a scheme to defraud 


the City of Chicago of parking tickets revenue and 
helped establish that the judge was, in fact, the arch¬ 
itect of that scheme. From the outset of the inves¬ 
tigation until February of 1982, several hundred inter¬ 
views were personally or telephonically conducted by 
Internal Affairs agents based on approximately 20,000 
records taken from the Warrant Unit of the Department 
called Warrant Recall Orders. In many instances, these 
.•records provided only a name and license plate number 
by whic h to identify an indiv idual that had been involved 


through [ 


Initial investigation revealed a "common 
denominator" of recall orders bearing the disposition 
"Non Suit" q >r "Supervis ion" accompanied by either LE- 


FEVOUR’s or 


name. This pool of documents 


produced the names ofcitize ns who might provide state¬ 
men ts that t hey paid cash to I ~| 


and | | By February of 1982, approximately sixty 

of tnese citizens were located and stated they had 
given cash to dispose of their parking warrants which 
were either non-suited or assigned a period of super¬ 
vision. 


In March, 1982, |_| was approached 

and offered a cha nce to ente r into a plea bargain for 
his cooperation. I l aareed and admitted he 

had corruptly dispos ed of multi ple parking warrants 
through LEFEVOUR and 


had 


_also disclosed that 

also fixed cases through LEFEVOUR and l~ 
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LEFEVOUR was indicted November, 1984, and 
convicted Jul y 13, 1985. Following that trial, inves¬ 
tigation into I I activit ies was expanded and 


it was documented that 
dispose of drunk driving cases. 


had taken bribes to 
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During the course of the undercover operation, 
a historical investigation was instituted in the Traffic 
Court, focusing on the corrupt disposition of warrants 
outstanding and parking ticket scofflaws. This inves¬ 
tigation conducted by the Chicago FBI and the Internal 
Affairs Division of the CHICAGO POLICE DEPARTMENT (CPD) 
involved thousands of interviews of Chicago citiz ens. 
Evidence developed resulted in the coope ration of | | 

| and the later 

conviction ot the Chief Judge of the First Municipal 
District, RICHARD LEFEVOUR, who was then presiding 
judge of the Traffic Court. 
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| Shortly thereafter, it was clear that the 
media had learned of the undercover operation and the 
identities of several undercover personnel. By August 
of 1983 f there was considerable publicity.regarding 
the Greylord operation. Certain additional undercover 
activities were attempted without success. The under¬ 
cover project was terminated in November of 1983 and 
the first round of indictments, on December 14, 1983, 
included three judges, four attorneys, two police offi¬ 
cers, and a court clerk. In March of 1984, the second 
round of indictments included one judge, four attorneys, 
and two additional Chicago police officers. In November 
of 1984, the third round of indictments included one 
judge, four attorneys, and three police officers. 

This round included the indictment of RICHARD F. LE- 
FEVOUR, the Chief Judge of the First Municipal District. 

In May of 1985, one judge and one chancery court-appoin¬ 
ted receiver were indicted signalling the expansion 
of the Greylord project into the Chancery Court Division. 

The court-appointed receiver entered into a plea agree¬ 
ment with the Government wherein he agreed to testify 
against the Chancery Court judge. In February of 1986, 
the judge was convicted by a Federal court jury on 
charges of RICO-Bribery, HOBBS ACT-Extortion, and Mail 
Fraud. 


Since the Greylord project has been in the 
prosecutive stage, numerous police officers, attorneys, 
court clerks, and deputy sheriffs have agreed to co¬ 
operate with the United States Attorney's (USA) office 
in connection with cases against lawyers and judges. 


4 








GREYLORD 



were returned against twenty-two individuals including 
one former and one sitting judge. Nineteen of the 
individuals indicted included one judge, nine attorneys, 
one clerk, one police officer, and six deputy sheriffs, 
considered major participants in the "Hustlers Bribery 
Club". They were charged with Racketeering acts of 
Bribery and Conspiracy as well as Mail Fraud and Federal 
Income Tax violations. Before the trial commenced 
in November of 1986, nine of the defendants pled guilty 
and one deputy sheriff deceased. Midway through the 
fourt een-week trial, five of the defendants, including 
Judge T decided to plead guilty and dis¬ 

continue their defense. One case was rescheduled for 
May of 1987 and the remaining three defendants were, 
convicted in February of 1987. 

To date, seven judges have been convicted 
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In total, there have been sixty-six indict¬ 
ments, fifty-five convictions (forty-two of which have 
been guilty pleas) two acquittals, and eight cases 
pending trial. One subject deceased pending trial. 
Breakdown of convictions includes seven judges, thirty- 
two attorneys, two clerks, seven police officers, eight 
deputy sheriffs, and one court-appointed receiver. 

The following additional reports provide 
the details and prosecutive opinions regarding the 
subjects of the Greylord investigation: 
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U.S. Department of Justice 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 


In Reply, Please Refer to 

File No. 183B-192 SUB RRR 58 Chicago, Illinois 

March 31, 1987 


JUDGE 

COOK COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT 
RACKETEER INFLUENCED AND 
CORRUPT ORGANIZATIONS-BRIBERY 
MAIL FRAUD 
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The 


case stemmed from an investigation 


concerning RICHARD F. LEFEVOUR, former Presiding Judge 
of the F irst Municipal D istrict Circui t Court of Cook 
County. T 


1 


was LEFEVOUR's 


The LEFEVOUR case was first investigated 
by the CHICAGO POLICE DEPARTMENT (CPD) - Internal Affairs 


agent to investigat 

-L- w a. j j-/ a 

e allegations against 

ooxgucu uii 

1 

brought by Channel 7 


At that time, [was as- 


to t he Record Division. Warrant Unit. 
with 


were assigned 


] along 


The allegations brought by[ 

lacrainst 1 

-1 

concerned a warrant notice 

sent to 


formerly of I 

alleged that 

she 

had paid | 

$220 via check; 

the 


check was cashed at a restaurant and her warrant was 
not thereafter withdrawn. 
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On Octo ber 29, 198 1, a CPD-Internal Affairs 
agent interviewed | | regarding the acceptance 

of the aforemention ed check. During his statement. 


it was learned that 


accepted the check written 


to "cash" with the knowledge and approval of Presiding 
Judge RICHARD F. LEFEVOUR. During the interview of 
Judge LEFEVOUR on Oct ober 30, 19 81, the judge admitted 
he gave permission to | | to accept the check. 
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This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 
its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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U.S. Department of Justice 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 


In Reply, Please Refer to 

File No. 183B-192 Chicago, Illinois 

March 31, 1987 


GREYLORD 

RACKETEER INFLUENCED AND 
CORRUPT ORGANIZATIONS-BRIBERY 
HOBBS ACT-EXTORTION 
CORRUPTION OF PUBLIC OFFICIALS 
MAIL FRAUD 


The captioned project targets subjects in¬ 
cluding judges, lawyers, clerks, deputy sheriffs, police 
officers, and others allegedly involved in the corrupt 
assignment and disposition of state cases within the 
Circuit Court of Cook County, Illinois. 


The investigation was opened in 1976 predi cated 
principally upon information furnished by I I 



provided bv f 


_, The information 

Iwas substantial, providing I 


As a result, an und ercover operation was 
initiated in April. 1980. and I ~~ ” I 
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This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 
its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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